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Thai Business Council in Cambodia (TBCQC)

Weekly News Update

Cambodia will not suffer power shortages next dry season

Minister of Mines and Energy of Cambodia has assured that Cambodia will not suffer
power shortages during 2020’s dry season which starts in November and ends in April 2021. It
estimates that Cambodia will use approximately 2,214 MW of electricity during the dry season

of 2020, which is 414 MW more than last year.

Currently, Cambodia has the amount of water in the dam at the level of 90 percent
of the reservoir capacity and has drafted 3 main strategies in order to prevent the shortage of
electric power that occurred last year such as (1) to ensure the water management to be in a
level that is sufficient for the needs in the dry season, (2) to negotiate on the import of
electricity from Thailand and Laos in order to increase the amount of electricity in the system,
and (3) to prioritize the generation of sustainable energy like solar energy, wind power, and

biomass energy.

Cambodia mainly produces electricity from hydropower dam 48 percent, from coal
power plant 47 percent of power production and about 15 percent is imported from
neighboring countries including imports from Thailand more than 30 MW and from Laos 345
MW. During the end of last year a new coal-fired power plant was started operation in
Sihanoukville province which could generate an additional 150MW of electricity to the system.
In addition, Cambodia also purchased two 200 MW generators from Germany and Finland

which will be able to generate about 100MW by April and 300MW by June.
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